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in young ladies ; I think the gentlemen owe them a great deal for so much complaisance.
Eld. Sist There seems to be something of forecast in it, I confess, viz., that they may be in a posture to take anything that offers; but there is nothing of serious religion in it.
Sist. Well, there is a great deal of good humour in it; and it takes off the occasions of religious disputes afterward, which I take to be the worst kind of family breaches.
Eld. Sist. But is not a concurrence of principles beforehand a much better way, especially considering that the inquiry is made during a state of distance, and while there is power of preventing the mischiefs of being unequally yoked ?
Sist. "Well, I am persuaded there never was such a thing done, except by my stiff, formal sister: Did ever a young gentleman, when he came to court his mistress, examine her, to know her principles, and ask her what religion she was of? Or did ever young lady, when she was courted by any gentleman, set up to catechise him upon the articles of his creed, except, as I say, my surly sister ?
Eld. Sist. Let me answer that question with a question, sister: Did ever a young lady, that had any regard to religion, and the future happiness of her life, suffer herself to be courted two months by a strange person coming out of Italy, from the very bowels of superstition, and the very kingdom of popery, and go on with him even to drawing of writings, and never know what religion he was of, or whether he had any religion or no; except that she had heard by accident that he was not an atheist ?
Sist. Well, I must take him for better and for worse, you know; I'll make the best of him I can.